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Law Enforcement and Forensic Science
After reading chapters three and four of the "Careers in Criminal Justice" book by Coy Johnson, I am appealed by the forensic science and law enforcement jobs because of the positive social change they create. Law enforcement officers defend and uphold the law at both local, state, and national levels (Johnson, 2018). On the other hand, forensic scientists combine laboratory work with criminal investigations that have a goal to uphold justice. As a result, the jobs are attractive because of the challenge they possess to make a difference, help individuals in need, and safeguard the greater good.
Despite the exciting facts about the forensic science and law enforcement jobs, some aspects of the jobs do not appeal to me. Forensic scientists and law enforcement officers are frequently exposed to horrific crime scenes that can make them depressed over time. Some law enforcement professionals such as police officers deal with dangerous criminals who might end up harming them. Thus, these criminal justice jobs are stressful because they depend only on the case results to ascertain a decision.
Administrative elements of the criminal justice jobs, such as the strict observation of hierarchy, enhance my respect for the field. The criminal justice system's fundamental framework is issued by the executive, judicial, and legislative government administrations. Therefore, professionals in the criminal justice system are highly empowered with budgets from government administration agencies such as courts and town municipals to perform their roles with utmost authority. The recruitment process also influenced my opinion of the field's professionalism when officers and forensic science professionals are enlisted according to their educational potencies.
Not only do forensic science professionals scientifically dig for the truth in cases, but they are also charged with the task of keeping records because they will be required to testify their results in court. Also, some forensic scientists serve as counsel, demonstrating their results and how they achieved them (Johnson, 2018). Some become witnesses in trials and possess the authority to provide opinions regarding particular case aspects. On the other hand, law enforcement officers practically enforce laws, act in response to emergencies and support the community.
I view the law enforcement job as a "calling because it takes many sacrifices to be effective in the field. Law enforcement officers sometimes face the wrath of angry criminals and individuals and only make judgments based on what is right according to the law. My current position is different from the criminal justice careers in terms of the impact on the community. My career is about selling houses to affluent homeowners while criminal justice professionals help the community prevent crime and maintain order.
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